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Figure 2. Effect of Body Condition Score at Calving on
Subsequent Pregnancy Rate in First Calf Heifers

Management during late gestation

Cow energy requirements increase by 25% compared to mid-gestation, and protein needs
increase by 10%. Demands for calcium and phosphorus increase because of fetal growth. In
addition, high levels of copper, selenium, zinc as well as vitamin A & D are needed for proper
fetal body and immune system development.

Cows will need to gain at least 100 Ibs during late gestation to accommodate this tissue growth
without losing body condition. Without fail, cows should be body condition scored at least 90
days before calving. Cows that are thin (BCS <4) or young cows should be fed separately from
the mature cow herd.

The effects of severe winter weather should not be ignored. Extended (more than 5 days) of
cold, windy or wet weather can increase cow energy requirements by 10 to 20%. In most cases,
cows will increase hay consumption if hay quality is good. Otherwise, additional supplements
should be fed during extreme weather. Normal feeding can resume when the weather breaks.



