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 CCB-CC4-21 2021 Costs and Returns Estimate. 
Cow-Calf Budget: 500-head 
Southcentral Idaho 
Summer on Federal, Private & State Range  
Winter Feeding Necessary 
By Sidnee Rose Hill and Kord Killpack 

 
 

Background and Assumptions 
 
University of Idaho costs and returns 
estimates use economic costs—all resources 
are valued based on market price or 
opportunity cost. This budget presents typical 
costs and returns per cow for a 500-head cow-
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CCB-CC4-21

No. of Cows: 500
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Table 2:  Monthly Summary of Returns and Expenses. CCB-CC4-21

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Value

Production:
Steer Calves 231,044 231,044
Heifer Calves 118,938 118,938
Cull Cows 72,863



6-22                                                                                                www.uidaho.edu/cals/idaho-agbiz 

 
 
This updated budget is based on previous budgets created by Ben Eborn, Joel Packham, Neil Rimbey, and Carmen 
Willmore. 

 
The authors – Sidnee Rose Hill was the Program Coordinator for the Idaho Farm Business Management and 
Benchmarking Program, a USDA-NIFA funded project implemented by the University of Idaho, through May 2022 
and is a rancher based in Carey, ID. Kord Killpack is an Extension Educator – Livestock at the University of Idaho 
based in Bear Lake County, ID. For any questions, please email Kord Killpack at kkillpack@uidaho.edu. 
 


