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Competition Rules 

Locations & Schedule 
Competitive performances take place in several venues across the University of Idaho 
campus where performers will receive scores and feedback from world-class 
adjudicators. A winner and runner up will be selected for every category and division in a 
performance room. 
 
For each entry, a designated warm up room will be available with basic amenities (see 
Equipment & Amenities section for more detail). The performance AND adjudication clinic 
take place in a nearby venue. Time is limited in the warm up and performance rooms, as 
follows: 
 

Entry Type Warm Up 
Period 

Performance Clinic Transition 
Total Time 

in performance 
room 

Solo 10 min 10 min 8 min 2 min 20 min 
Combo 20 min 15 min 10 min 5 min 30 min 
Large Ensemble 30 min 20 min 15 min 5 min 40 min 

Scoring 
Each entry will receive a score out of 100 in the following criteria. The overall score will be 
calculated out of 100 using the indicated weighted percentages. 
 

INSTRUMENTAL ENTRIES Solo Combo Large 
Ensemble 

Improvisation – creative phrasing, stylistic ideas, 
interaction with other musicians 30% 20% 15% 

Time – drive steadiness, rhythm 15% 15% 15% 

Intonation – ensemble, section, individual 10% 15% 15% 

Articulation – appropriateness to style 10% 10% 10% 

Balance/Blend – section, ensemble 10% 15% 20% 

Dynamics – contrast, 

 

 



 Rules & Regulations 
 

 3 

Results 
Winners and runners up are selected from each performance room based on their overall 
scores. The winners and runners up will be verbally announced during the evening concert 
and published on the LHJF website. 
 
Directors will receive the following results via email. 
 
Within 24 hours of the completed competition:  
¶ Overall weighed and criteria scores 
¶ Category & Division average scores 

 
Within 30 days of the festival: 
¶ Category & Division winners as announced during the evening concert 
¶ Video recording of competitive performance and adjudicator clinic 

Awards 
All winners will receive a trophy and certificate, and runners-up will receive a certificate. 
Trophies may be retrieved by the entry director at the evening concert. Any awards not 
picked up will be shipped to the mailing address provided during the registration process. 

  

VOCAL ENTRIES Solo Combo Large 
Ensemble 

Improvisation – creative phrasing, stylistic ideas, 
interaction with other musicians 

15% 15% 10% 

Time – drive steadiness, rhythm 15% 15% 15% 



 Rules & Regulations 
 

 4 

LHJF Sweepstakes Competition 

Nominations 
Vocal and instrumental large ensembles are eligible for the Lionel Hampton Jazz Festival 
Sweepstakes Competition. Adjudicators review the scores and daytime performances to 
select outstanding nominees for the Sweepstakes Competition. 

Senior level nominees are required to attend the evening concert to compete live on the 
ICCU Arena main stage. The winner will be selected by a panel of adjudicators. 

Wednesday:  One (1) outstanding junior ensemble will be selected and announced as a 
Sweepstakes winner. Attendance at the evening concert is not required to win. 

Thursday: Two (2) outstanding senior vocal large ensembles will be nominated and 
compete for the Sweepstakes Competition.  

Friday: Two (2) outstanding senior instrumental large ensembles will be nominated and 
compete for the Sweepstakes Competition.  

Awards 
Winners of the Sweepstakes Competition receive a rotating Sweepstakes trophy at the 
evening concert and free admission for one ensemble in the following year’s Lionel 
Hampton Jazz Festival. 

Avista Scholarship Competition 

Nominations 
Senior vocal and instrumental soloists are eligible for the Avista Scholarship Competition, 
provided they are present at the evening concert. Adjudicators review the scores and 
daytime performances to select outstanding nominees for the Avista Scholarship 
Competition. 

Thursday: Two (2) outstanding vocal soloists will be nominated for the Avista Scholarship 
Competition. The nominees will perform live in Thursday evening’s main stage concert at 
the ICCU Arena. The winner and runner up will be selected by a panel of adjudicators. 

Friday: Outstanding instrumental soloists will be nominated for the Avista Scholarship 
Competition. The nominees will perform as a combo live in Friday evening’s main stage 
concert at the ICCU Arena. The winner and runner up will be selected by a panel of 
adjudicators. 

Awards 
The winners receive $1,500 and the runners up receive $1,000 in an Avista scholarship to 
use toward any degree at the University of Idaho.  
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Peformance Room Diagrams 

Vocal or Instrumental Solos & Combos 

 

Vocal Large Ensembles 

  

Instrumental Large Ensembles 
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