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ABSTRACT

A writfen, 15-question survey of anglers snagging for paddlefish (Polyodon spathula)
was conducted at a popular fishing site on the Yellowstone River, Montana. Its purpose was to
obtain opinions and preferences on specific regulations, including the reduction in the annual
bag limit from two to one fish, catch-and-release fishing, and on the possible implementation of
a harvest quota for the stock. Questionnaires were completed by 258 snaggers over the six-week
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stock would benefit from the reduced bag limit. Seventy-three percent of all respondents favored



however, in other fisheries (Elser 1986), larger number of persons who

including the Missouri River in purchased licenses and tags but did not

Montana above Fort Peck Dam. In fish. Questionnaires were completed by
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necessary under present fishing interest evaluated fhrough inspections of
and a one-fish bag limit. recaptured fish and with searches for
ssed paddlefish. Results

- The strong support (73% of dead or distre:
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status, management and pelagic species (TOPS) Tournament
propagation. North Central and Fish Trackers, Inc. tag and
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