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I daho 4-H Horse Judging Procedures and Rules 
(Effective: October 1, 2021) 

 
This publication was designed to provide a consistent protocol in conducting club, county, 
district and state horse judging events throughout Idaho.  
 
OBJECTIVE 

The primary objective of the 4 -H Horse Judging Contest is to teach youth the principles of 
horse selection and performance evaluation as related to equine recreational activities and 
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7. Up to four halter classes will be judged. Halter classes may include, but are not limited to: 
American Saddlebred, Quarter Horse, Appaloosa, Arabian, Paint, Morgan, Draft Breeds and 
Miniature Horses. Contestants will give oral reasons on one halter class. All halter classes 
will be judged as sound of limb, eye, wind, mouth and reproduction.   

8. Up to four performance classes will be judged. Performance classes may include, but are not 
limited to: Western Pleasure, Western Equitation, English Pleasure, Hunter Under Saddle, 
Hunt Seat Equitation, Saddle Seat Equitation, Western Riding, Reining, Western 
Horsemanship, Hunter Hack and driving. Oral reasons will be given on one performance 
class. Performance horses will be judged as seen (unsoundness to be penalized accordingly).  

9. The animals and showmen will be designated by numbers 1-2-3-4.  
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 3 Horses of similar quality, but there is some logical placing in favor of one horse; either one horse 
has several advantages or one has several faults;  all official judges would agree on the placing; 
no more than one third  of contestants would be expected to switch the pair 
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