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HARD SPRING WHEAT 
QUICK FACTS 

2020 Spring Wheat Facts
(National Agricultural Statistics Service-Idaho  

https://quickstats.nass.usda.gov/results/6E8A49B7-

5547-3EE5-A456-590B197EF9F5 )

• Harvested Area: 495,000 acres 
• Average Yield:  91 bu/A
• Production: 45,045,000 bu (60 lb = 1 bu)

Growth and Development
Using Feekes Growth Scale: Vegetative stage 
is through Feekes 5, reproductive stage begins 
at 6.

• Germination  – when seed is exposed to 
adequate moisture, oxygen, and temperature

• Seedling Growth  – until 9 or more leaves 
have unfolded 

• Tillering  – from 1 to 5 tillers
• Stem Elongation  – starting from detection of 

first node
• Booting  – flag leaf sheath extended to first 

visible awns
• 



Fertilization 
• Soil Sampling

 » One to two weeks prior to planting

 » 0–12-inch and 12–24-inch sample depth 
for nitrogen (N) separated by depth

 » 0–12 inches for other nutrients

• 


