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• Leave at least 1 inch of air space in the plastic container
to allow for expansion caused by the release of gas from
the manure material.

• Refrigerate or freeze samples that cannot be shipped on
the day they are collected, minimizing chemical reactions
and pressure buildup from gases.

Ideally, liquid manure should be sampled after it is
thoroughly mixed. Because this is sometimes impractical,
samples can also be taken in accordance with the suggestions
that follow.

Lagoon liquid. Premixing the surface liquid in the lagoon is
not needed, provided it is the only component that is being
pumped. Growers with multistage systems should draw sam-
ples from the lagoon they intend to pump for crop irrigation.

Samples should be collected using a clean, plastic contain-
er similar to the one shown in Figure 1. One pint of material
should be taken from at least eight sites around the lagoon
and then mixed in the larger clean, plastic container. Effluent
should be collected at least 6 feet from the lagoon’s edge at a
depth of about a foot. Shallower samples from anaerobic
lagoons may be less representative than deep samples
because oxygen transfer near the surface sometimes alters the
chemistry of the solution. Floating debris and scum should
be avoided. One pint of mixed material should be sent to the
lab. Galvanized containers should never be used for collec-
tion, mixing, or storage due to the risk of contamination
from metals like zinc in the container.

A University of Idaho study compared nutrient composi-
tion from two sampling locations: direct from storage and
during land application. Nitrogen concentration averaged
15 pounds per acre-inch higher in storage samples than from
land application samples. Conversely, phosphorus and potas-
sium concentrations were similar between storage and land
application samples. Nitrogen application rates may be over-
estimated if based on nutrient analysis from storage samples.

These recommendations are adequate for average
irrigation volumes. If an entire storage structure is to be
emptied by such means as furrow irrigation, more frequent
sampling with many more sampling points is recommended.

Liquid slurry. Manure materials applied as a slurry
(approximately 5 to 12 percent solids) from a pit, storage
pond, or vacuumed from a feed alley should be mixed prior
to sampling. If you agitate your pit or basin prior to sam-

pling, a sampling device pictured in Figure 1 can be used. If
you wish to sample a storage structure without agitation, you
must use a composite sampling device as shown in Figure 2.
Manure should be collected from approximately eight areas
around the pit or pond and mixed thoroughly in a clean,
plastic  container. An 8- to 10-foot section of 0.5- to 0.75-
inch plastic pipe can also be used: extend the pipe into the
pit with ball plug open, pull up the ball plug (or press your
thumb over the end to form an air lock), and remove the
pipe from the manure, releasing the air lock to deposit the
manure in the plastic container.

Lagoon sludge. The best time to take a sludge sample is
while measuring for volume of sludge in a lagoon. This
allows samples to be collected from several points around the
interior of the lagoon. How the sample is collected depends
on how the sludge will be removed. Depending on the densi-
ty and nutrient concentration of the lagoon effluent, the
samples may differ by up to 100 percent from point to point.

To draw a sample, use the same type of sampler as
described above for manure slurry (Figure 2) and lower the
sampler until it almost reaches the bottom. Avoid using a
commercial “sludge-judge,” because experience has shown
that these devices do not work well on thick manure sludge
and settled solids.

Wearing plastic or latex gloves, collect a core or profile of
lagoon effluent and sludge. Once the pipe is over a clean
5-gallon plastic bucket, slowly break the vacuum by
removing your finger from the end of the pipe. If the entire
lagoon is going to be agitated during sludge removal, the
entire core of collected sludge and effluent should be sent to
the laboratory. If the lagoon effluent is going to be drawn
down and primarily only sludge pumped out, then just the
collected sludge should be sent to the lab. If you are unsure
how the sludge will be removed, take samples using both
methods, label them separately, and have both analyzed.

Place several samples in the bucket and mix thoroughly
before removing a sub-sample for analysis. Consider using a
plastic, wide-mouth bottle when shipping samples to the
laboratory.

Solid Manure. Solid manure samples should represent the



greatly in its moisture content, you should submit at least 3
samples to a laboratory and take an average of each analysis.




