
1LEVEL 1 QUESTIONS FOR JUNIOR, INTERMEDIATE, AND SENIOR SHOWMEN

For a female to lay eggs, does she need the 
presence of a male?
No. She needs a male only to produce fertilized eggs.

What are the following: pullet, hen, cockerel, 
rooster, capon?
Pullet is a young female less than 1 year old (in other words,
hatched this year). Hen is a female more than 1 year old
(hatched last year). Cockerel is a male chicken less than 1 year
old. Rooster is a male chicken more than 1 year old. Capon is a
castrated male chicken.

What are the major external parasites of poultry?
Lice and mites

How many eggs can a hen potentially lay in 1 year?
365, one a day

What are the most common feed ingredients in 
poultry diets in the United States?
Corn and soybean meal

What breed of chicken is used for most 
commercial egg production? 
White Leghorn

Why do we measure flexibility of the pubic bones? 
To see if they will open enough for an egg to pass

Why should birds be removed from and 
placed into cages head first? 
To prevent possible wing and feather damage; to maintain
control of them

Which of the nutrients, besides oxygen, should poul-
try have free access to at all times?
Water

What color eggs do Rhode Island Red, Barred Rock, 
and Buff Orpington chickens lay? 
Brown

What breeds of chicken lay blue-green eggs? 
Araucana and Ameraucana

At what temperature should most chicken eggs 
be incubated? 
99°F

What are basic signs of good health in chickens? 
Alert, active, clear eyes; good manure consistency; no external
parasites

If the sternum of a chicken it is found to be crooked,
what nutritional deficiency disease could be the
cause? 
Rickets—a lack of calcium, phosphorus, or vitamin D in the
diet

How can you tell an adult male turkey from a female? 
Adult males have beards and longer snoods and are generally
larger than females

Where is a chicken’s crop located and what is 
its function? 
The crop is an e








