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Scotch pine is an important Christmas tree throughout
the Inland Empire area, with 40% of total production in
recent years. A few less are being planted each year as
other species are proving their worth.

One of the problems with scotch pine is that some of the
varieties of the tree tend to turn varying shades of yellow
just about harvest time each fall. This variation is depen-
dent on the geographic location of where the seed was
collected.

Scotch pine is distributed in Europe from Russia and the
Scandinavian countries down to countries bordering the
Mediterranean. The further north the seed source, the
more yellow the trees become in the fall. On the other
hand the further south they grow the less frost hardy
they are. Also keep in mind that trees from varying lati-
tudes have other characteristics such as more rapid
growth rate, upturned branching angles, long needles,
short needles straight stems, etc. There are no seed


