


havelarch or pine seed sourcesnearby, if the salvaged
steisrelatively shaded (say 1 acreor smaller open-
ings), Douglas-fir and grandfir (shadetol erants) will
out-compete pine seedlingsthere. After natural and/or
planted regenerationisstarted, early, aggressive,
precommercia thinningin these openingstofavor
pinesand larch may partially compensatefor the
competitive edgethat shadetolerant treeshavein
small openings

Should | takeevery dead tree? Assuming they no
longer harbor insectsthat will attack living trees, and
they arenot crowded enough to present afire hazard,
leaving dead trees (especialy low-vauetreeswith
defects) can beagood thing.

Dead standing trees (snags) provide habitat for a
variety of wildlife species. Logsontheground (some-
timescalled“ coarsewoody debris’ or “largeorganic
debris’) arealso beneficia to avariety of forest flora
andfauna. They also helpimprove soil Structureand
nutrition asthey decay.

Salvage: an opportunity toaccomplish other

obj ectives. Recent Forest Servicediscussionson
salvaging Douglas-fir beetlekilled treesin northern
|daho havefocused on using incomefrom salvaged
timber to pay for riparian restoration and other efforts.
Privatelandowners can do thesamething! Try totake
advantage of equi pment, expertise, or income associ-
ated with atimber saleto addressyour other values
for the property. For example, if you aready havea
cat coming out to skid logs, consider taking advantage
of that equipment to accomplish other objectives, such
asbuilding or maintaining roadsandtrails, or establish-
ing apond. You areaready paying the cost to get the
equipment out there, you might aswell take care of
some other tasksaswell.

Do you haveaforest management plan for your
property? Be sureto carry out the salvagein concert
with that plan, so roadsand harvestsare consi stent
withyour long-rangegoas. Design new roadsand
skidtrailsto beuseful for future harvestsand other
activitieson you property aswell.

Assistance. To help you plan and contract asalvage
sale, itiswiseto seek assistancefrom aprofessiona

forester. Thisisparticularly trueif youaremaking
decisions about treeswhich appear to have some

insect or disease symptoms but which may or may not
be near death. If someove 32claiadsane usefr! .t6dofske
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