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Recent discussions have centered onthe need for
methodsto track, map, and calcul ate carbon emis-
sons, and account for worldwideland useand man-
agement. Such asystemwould bethefoundation of a
market-based system for trading standardized, certi-
fied, and internationally recognized carbon sequestra-
tion credits. Much of thework to establish atrading
system hasbeen done. What remainsisfor agencies,
industry, and institutionsto agreetofina protocols.
Then governments must recogni ze these credit certifi-
cation systems.

Carbon offset creditscould initialy be offered at
wholesalelevelsfor $6 per ton, of which $3would go
to thelandowner/manager for production of the credit.
Threedollarswould go to certifying and monitoring the
credit for itslife span to ensurethe carbon was
actualy being stored. Actual market pricewould be
determined by supply and demand. For example, a
typical acre of mature mixed conifer forestinthe
Pacific Northwest can store 1 to 4 tons of carbon
annually. Under the credit system, alandowner could
get $3to $12 of incomeannually from each acre of
forest for smply managing ahealthy forest, other crop,
or rangeland. Six dollarsper tonisalegitimateincen-
tiveto US, and other devel oped countries, landowners
and managersto produce certified carbon credits. It
would also provide devel oping countriestheability to
createanew industry to carefor and profit fromtheir
lands, far beyond what wasever redized frommining
their natural resourcesto depletion. For al countries,
thecredit systemwould provideincentivesand profit

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Vol.
12, No. 2.

down totheindividual land user to promo.0leu prvidual ZI?Ergfé’r‘i &%WBW.W&M\@E@%r W systems.
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