


professional associations, such asthe A ssociation of
Consulting Foresters (ACF).

Examineother servicesyou employ in managing your
forest property. For example, it may beworth paying
morefor alogger who uses|ow-compaction equip-
ment or demonstrates professionalism by participating
in education programs, such asL EAP (Logger Educa-
tionto Advance Professionaism).

Forest management isalong-term endeavor. Will
current market trends continue? New standards
(smdler materids, wider variety of species) arelikely
hereto stay. Regardlessof current timber prices,
remember that many market forcesarecyclical. One
advantage of growing treesrather than more perish-

ablecommodities, such asbarley or whedt, isthat you
canwait to cut until amorefavorable market cycle.
Your treeswill continueto appreciateinvalue, unless
thereareimpending insect or disease problems.

It makessenseto periodically re-examineyour
management assumptions based on market trends,
changesin goals, and other developments. Don't
forget to make sureany changesyou makeare
reflected inyour forest management planning and
activities.

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val. 7,
No. 1.
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