


Onpine, Eriophyid mitesinitially congregate between
the needles (where Steve found them), but as popul a-
tionincrease, they will cover theentire base of the
needle under the sheath. Eventualy, they destroy the
entire base of the needlethrough feeding. Littleis
described, or even known, of Eriophyid mitesthat
parasitize other speciesof coniferssuch asColorado
blue spruce and Douglasfir, dthough mention of one
speciesof Eriophyid miteisreported on Douglasfirin
coastal Californiaand Oregon. A newdletter from
Minnesotareported the same problem on Black Hills
spruce, white spruce, and Col orado blue spruce.
Elsawhereinthe continental U.S., they have been
reported on Douglasfir, most speciesof truefir,
hemlock, juniper, pine, and spruce.

| have suspected Eriophyid mitesthrough theyears,
but was never ableto find even one under my scope
(it'snot even closeto 40x power). Now that we have
one confirmed diagnosis—which hasled usto reopen
the Case of the Deformed Trees—we arein the
processof pulling recordsof unidentified problems

from the past on trees acrossthe state of 1daho.
Landownersand county faculty will be contacted and
askedto collect samplesthissummer. Wearefairly
confident that wewill find Eriophyid miteson severa
of our unsolved mysteries.

Thegood newsis, we have made apositiveidentifica-
tion. Thebad newsis, standard treatmentsfor mites,
whichisdormant oil application beforebud break in
the spring, doesn’t seem to beagood control method.
A systemicinsecticide might work, but thereareno
productsregistered for use on conifersfor this particu-
lar insect. A systemicinsecticidetria isbeing devel-
oped by Ul researchersand privateindustry to look
for anew product that may control thesemiteson
conifers.

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val.
12, No. 1.
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