


isweaker and haspoor pulping qualities. Distorted
trunksand abnormally large knotsare also common,
further reducing wood qudity. With large proportions
of dead foliage and branches, dwarf mistletoeinfected
treesarea so very flammable making them seriousfire
hazards.

Dwarf Mistletoe Rating (DM R) System. This
method of rating dwarf mistletoeinfectionisused
throughout western North America

Step 1: Dividelivecrown horizontaly into thirds.
Step 2: Rateeach third separately. Each third
should begivenarating of 0,1, or 2 asdescribed
below:

0 - No visible infections.

1 - Light infection (1/2 or less of total number of
branches in third are infected).

2 - Heavy infection (more than ¥z of total number of

branches in third are infected).
Step 3: Addratingsof thirdsto obtaintotal rating
for tree(tota rating scaleis0-6).
Step 4. Average stand rating can be obtained by
averaging individud treeratings(al livetrees).

Infectionintengity for individud treesisusually charac-
terized asfollows: 1-2 =light; 3-4 = moderate; 5-6 =
heavy. Significant growth reduction beginsto occur in

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Vol. 11,
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