


thismay beabenefitinthat it caninhibit undesirable
plants (weeds). You may want to wait until thetrees
are2-3yearsold, sincefertilizershave been shownto
haveaninggnificant effect on young seedling unlessthe
site has been shown to have aspecific nutrient defi-
cency.

Asagtarter, apply nitrogen at arate of 2-4 pounds
per 1000 squarefeet. Try to apply a“ complete
fertilizer” containing nitrogen, phosphorous, and
potassium, and perhaps sulfur. Be sureto read the
directionsand follow therecommendationson the
label. If thefertilizer bag says18-10-10-7, thismeans
that the contents are 18% nitrogen, 10% phospho-
rous, 10% potassium, and 7% sulfur. Soif you havea
100 pound bag of fertilizer, 18 poundsof itisnitrogen.

One method used to determine how much fertilizer to
apply isto measurethe diameter of thetreetrunk. For
eachinch, use.1to0.2 poundsof actual nitrogen. In
other words, 1 to 2 pounds of a10% nitrogen fertil-
izer, such as10-8-7. It should be mentioned herethat
most fertilizer applicationsare made based onthe
percentageof nitrogeninthefertilizer.

Becausenitrogenismobilein thesoil, apply only the
necessary amount intwo intervals. One-half inthe
spring and one-half in the summer isagood program
tofollow.

Keepthefertilizer at least 6inchesaway fromthe
trunk toavoidinjuring thetree. After thefirst year,
apply nitrogenfertilizer to an areawith aradiusof 1.25
timesthat of thetree canopy. After application,
sprinkleor irrigatetheareato dissolvethefertilizer and
enableit to moveinto the ground wheretherootscan
accessit. Remember, fertilizersare salts, andif youdo
not irrigateto dissolvethefertilizer, thetreeand
surrounding grassmay get “burned” . Fertilizinginthe
fal with nitrogenisnot recommended asit may keep
thetreeactively growing well into thefrost season
whichwill severdly injurethe new succulent growth.

So how much fertilizer should you apply? L et thetrees
beyour guide. If growthisexcessive onyoungtrees,
put on less per areanext time, or skip thenextin-
tended application. If shoot growthisshorter thanyou
want and leaf color ispa e, increasethe applied

amount up to twicethe previousamount. Astrees
mature, fertilizethemonly if growth or leaf color isnot
up to expectation.

In most soils, you need not worry about soil pH, as
treesgrow satisfactorily over awiderageof soil pH's.
Well-drained soilsinhigh-rainfall areasusudly are
acid, asarealot of forest soils, whilethoseinlow
rainfall or arid areasareusudly neutral or akaline. In
many akainesoils(soilswithapH higher than7.5), a
number of treesmay below or deficientiniron, as
evidenced by paleyelow leaveswithfiner dark green
veins, These symptomsare most obviousonthefirst
growthinearly spring.

If atreeisnot responding to nitrogen, show or de-
scribethe symptomsto experts such asyour County
Extension Educatorsor Extension Forester inyour
area

Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val. 8,
No. 2.

About the Author: Dr. Randy Brooksisan Area Extension
Educator - Forestry and Professor at the University of Idaho.
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