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Every year, consulting foresters, agencies, and nurser-
ies are contacted by landowners wishing to plant trees.
However, all too often these calls are made in the late
spring when limited seedlings are available!

If you want to plant in the spring, start planning 6-8
months ahead to get the quantity and quality of trees
you need. It is also important to plan ahead for cost-
share programs, site preparation, planting labor and
other reforestation activities.

Analyzing the Site. As with other forest practices,
studying the site is the first planning step. Your forest
management plan should be a useful resource along
with some professional assistance to help you answer
the following pre-planting questions:

How many natural seedlings are present? What tree
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for reforestation. Seedlings are also available through
conservation districts, and from the University of
Idaho College of  Natural Resources Research
Nursery. The important thing is to order as early as
possible, to ensure that you get the trees you need. Be
sure to ask where the nursery obtained its seed and
ask about its suitability for your planting site.

Where to get Help. Forest Practice Advisors from the
Idaho Dept. of Lands (IDL) and Private Consulting
Foresters are available to help plan your planting.
There may also be help from  your local Conservation
District. Many districts sponsor or are tied into
programs to help landowners obtain and plant tree
seedlings. When budgeting for seedlings, herbicides,

labor and other planting costs, don’t forget to look
into cost share programs available through your local
Farm Services Agency office.

For further information on tree planting, stop into your
local University of Idaho Extension office. There are a
wide variety of Extension publications on tree planting
and related topics to help you better understand the
whole process, whether planting on your own or with
help.


