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The high temperatures and low rainfall we usually
experience each summer can put our trees and shrubs
under incredible stress. There are a few things you can
do to help your landscape, ornamental and/or Christ-
mas tree plantings survive the winter.

In times of drought, all trees and shrubs benefit from
deep watering. It is very important that trees and
shrubs receive enough water before the soil freezes.
Pay particular attention to conifers, as these species
retain their green needles throughout the winter and
continue to lose water through transpiration. Most of a
tree’s roots are located in the top two feet of soil.
When watering, you want to soak the soil to a depth
of at least 12 inches. Short, frequent watering usually
does not penetrate much beyond the sod and organic
matter layer of the soil profile.

There are several methods of deep watering your
trees. The easiest way is to lay a garden hose at the
base of a small tree or at a point along the drip line of
a larger tree. Let the hose run slowly for at least four
hours. Move the hose around the entire drip line of
larger trees to ensure that all of the roots receive


