


driest wood possibleand using only small piecesof
wood during mild westher when combustionisrela-
tively dow. The stack temperature can beraised by
insulating the stove pipe connection so that it coolsas
littleaspossible beforereaching the chimney. Usingan
insulated pipealso aidsinincreasing the stack tem-
perature.

Draft can beincreased by having asfew bendsas
possi bl e between the gppliance and the chimney,
having the proper height and diameter, keeping the
chimney ingood repair, and by having aseparateflue
for each appliance. Also use proper sized stove pipe.
Inalarge chimney, draft can beincreased by decreas-
ing thefluesize. Thiscan bedoneby instaling anew
smdler flueor astainlesssted stovepipeliner.

Inmany air-tight stoves, asealed overnight firewill
deposit creosote even with dry hardwood. Todry the
creosote alwaysopen thedraft capsand let thefire
burn hot for at least 5 minutesevery morning and again
before bedtime.



chimney firesand improvethedraft aswell. How often
thechimney is cleaned depends on how frequently the
wood burning applianceisused, how it isoperated
and thetype of installation. Some authoritiesrecom-
mend cleaning the chimney after every third cord of
wood isburned and most recommend at least once a
year. Any timeyou observe excessive soot and
creosote, the chimney should be cleaned. After you
once have cleaned the chimney, you may want to
check it after 2 weeks, 1 month, 2 months, etc., to
determine how often your chimney needsto be
cleaned.

You may havethe chimney cleaned for you by profes-
siona chimney sweepsor you can cleanif yourself.
Costsfor chimney sweepsvary with thejob but
usually amount to about $40. In addition to cleaning
your chimney, agood chimney sweep can act asa
safety inspector for your ingtdlation.

Chimneysarenormaly cleaned by mechanical means
to scrape off any loose creosote build-up. Stiff wire
chimney cleaning brushesareavailableat reasonable
cost (Figure 2). They are congtructed to matchthesize
of the chimney flue and can be pushed through the
chimney with extensionrodsor pipeor can bepulled
with ropeson either end of the brush. You can attach a
weight to the bottom of chimney so it can bepulled up
with arope. Other cleaning methodsareto lower a
burl ap bag containing wirenetting weighted with
chainsor rocksup and down the chimney or to use
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