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When Cutting Firewood, Remember...There'sLifein Dead Trees
Kas Dumroese

A hedlthy forest needsdead trees. Soundsalittlefunny,
doesn'tit? Deadtreesplay at least twokey rolesin
maintaining forest hedlth - onewhilethey’ restanding
and oneafter they’ vefdlen. How aredead trees
important?

Asdead treesfal down and decompose, the nutrients
stored inthem aredowly rel eased back into the soil by
theactivity of fungi and bacteria. Thesenutrientscan
then be used by other trees. Downed logs, especidly
thosepartialy buried by duff or soil, act asmoisture
reservoirs. Sdlamandersand other amphibiansseek

shelter inthemoist wood of 000 sco §snd thodaho. . N :
Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Val. 4,

No. 1.
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