


framewas accepted and agreed upon by the

judge.
Confused yet? Sowhat exactly isaTMDL?A
TMDL, or total maximum daily load, isatool usedin
the devel opment of awatershed management plan that
determinesthe amount of pollution awater body can
receivefrom varioussourcesinthewatershed. A
TMDL isdefinedinfederal code40 CFR 130.2(1) as
“thesum of individua point source and non-point
source pollutant loads expressed as mass/time, toxicity
or other appropriate measures, withinamargin of
safety”. Themargin of safety accountsfor uncertainty
of calculated pollutant loads and receiving water body
estimates.

Still confused? What thismeansisthe TMDL process
isused to get aquantifiable measurement of how much
of any given pollutant astream can handlewithout
becoming polluted, or reaching adefined level of
pollution. The difference between point and non-point
source pollutionisthat point source pollution can
easily be detected (coming from aknown source). For
example, sawage coming out of apipewould be point
source pollution. Non-point source pollution may
comefrom avariety of undetermined sourcesand then
discovered downstream in awater body. For ex-
ample, testing indicatesthat thereisapollutant present
inthewater body, but it isundetermined wherethat
pollutant isactualy coming from. Non-point source
pollutionismuch harder to eva uate and treat without
looking at thewhole drainage or watershed.

StepstodevelopingaTMDL.:



mented. Most NI PF landsare managed for multiple wheretheloca TMDL groupsaremesting. Thereisa
use, with logging asasecondary activity. However, lot of information availableonthe subject of TMDL's
water quality concernsare aways present. and Extens on hasvideosand publicationson water

What canyoudo?Getinvolved and help decidethe @1ty I youwanttoleammore.

future. Voiceyour concerns. TheWAG'sandBAG's
(madeup of locd folks) arewritingthese TMDL'sand  Thisinformation first appeared in Woodland NOTES, Vol.
recommending themtotheldaho DEQ. Contactyour 11, No. 1.
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