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Key Messages 

�x Idaho ranked 49th in active physicians per capita (2018). Idaho had approximately 3,200 
physicians in 2021, with about 300 openings per year from physician turnover. 

�x There has been recent expansion of medical education programs and there are plans to expand 
further the number of residency and fellowship programs.  

�x In 2020, Idaho’s health care sector paid $5.3 billion in wages and benefits and supported 91,511 
total direct jobs. 

�x Total Idaho gross health care spending in 2014 (the most recent year available) was $10.8 billion, 
the equivalent of 17.6% of Idaho’s gross state product (GSP).   

�x Annual Idaho per capita health care expenditures were $6,927 (2014; the most recent year 
available).  

�x 
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medical education program increased the number of seats from 35 to 40,4 the state of Idaho and the 
University of Utah School of Medicine have a contract that ensures 10 Idaho residents are accepted to the 
School of Medicine each year (University of Utah School of Medicine, 2021), and ICOM will graduate its 
first class in 2022 (ICOM, 2021). Each ICOM class has approximately 150 students (ICOM, 2021).   

The number of medical residency slots in Idaho is approximately 140. Including residents and fellows, the 
number approaches 180; the number of residents and fellows is an important benchmark. Over 54% of 
practitioners who completed medical residency training are practicing in the state of residency training 
(data from 2008 through 2017; AAMC, 2021). The Idaho WWAMI program’s rate of return (WWAMI 
Idaho graduates returning to practice in the state) is over 50%. The percentage of physicians retained in 
Idaho when considering both undergraduate and graduate medical education is 69%
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In 2020, health care in Idaho constituted about $6.3 billion in gross state product (GSP). This included 
$5.3 billion in wages and benefits and 91,511 in total direct jobs (Table 2).6 The health care sector
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Idaho’s health care spending centers around indigent care and Idaho’s portion of Medicaid spending. The 
total Medicaid cost in Idaho FY2019 was $2.162 billion, of which the federal government covered 71.2% 
and Idaho 28.8%, or $623.3 million. Of those covered in Idaho, 14% were elderly, 47% disabled, 13% 
adult, and 26% children. The 2014 average cost per Medicaid enrollee was $5,257 for fully enrolled and 
partial-enrolled beneficiaries and $5,452 for ful [l
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